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tions which no nation in the world can fulfil. Be-
sides we have had too many of such promises in the
past, not one of which has ever been kept. What a
mockery to ask us to shed our blood, to starve our
people and to suffer all privations in defence of
Democracy and Freedom that has been denied us!

Today, we are in the midst of our own struggle
for freedom and the right to control our own desti-
nies. We wish to get rid of Imperialism not only
where it concerns us, but wherever it exists
throughout the world. Our freedom is but a symbol
of that force, that desire to rid the rest of the world
as well as ourselves of foreign domination and ex-
ploitation. The individual civil disobedience move-
ment of 1941, represented our demand for a clari-
fication of Britain's war aims. It was an appeal to
the moral conscience of the world, but it was in
vain. Our appeal had to be more insistent and our
sufferings greater. Despite the grave danger at our
very frontiers, the Congress had to call upon the
people to prepare for greater sacrifices, for the issue
was not only Peace and Freedom for all mankind,
but also the defence of our country against the
Fascist aggressors. So the present struggle had to
start though it was not really launched, the lea-
ders having been arrested before the negotiations
with the Government were over. Our struggle to-
day for India's independence, is not a mere expres-
sion of narrow nationalism, but an urge for a wider
and truer conception of human freedom.' Always
the people of India have opposed Fascism and Im-
perialism and have extended their meagrely filled
hands with whatever little help they could give to
China, Spain and other countries. Where they
have been unable to help materially they have
reiterated their sympathy and faith in the cause of
all down-trodden peoples of the world.

The aim before us today and in fact before the